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PHOTO CAPTION:  

POPE JOHN PAUL II AND RABBI ELIO TOAFF 

 

A BLESSING TO ONE ANOTHER — Pope John Paul II greets Rabbi Elio Toaff, 
chief rabbi of Rome, during his visit to the Synagogue of Rome on April 13, 1986, 
becoming the first pope to join Jews in their synagogue since the first century. This photo 
of the pope and rabbi, who was one of two living people the pope singled out in his will, 
is among many items to be displayed in the first commemorative tribute to the pope’s 
legacy of improved understanding between Catholics and Jews. This exhibit, “A Blessing 
to One Another: Pope John Paul II and the Jewish People,” will premiere May 18 at 
Xavier University in Cincinnati and tour other US cities. 
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